Welcome to our first newsletter!

EAST MIDLANDS BRANCH
Pentecost 2019

CONTACT DETAILS:
Catholic Women Speak (East Midlands)
c/o St Joseph’s, 12 Goodwood Road, Leicester LE5 6SG
www.catholicwomenspeak.com
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/catholicwomenspeak/
Twitter @rc_women Email alison.CWS@outlook.com
Note that anyone wanting to join the private Facebook discussion group
is required to be nominated by a FB friend already in the group.
Contact Catherine or Alison if you would like to join.

Catherine of Siena College - CWS online University for Women
www.roehampton.ac.uk/catherine-of-siena/
NEW COURSE PROGRAMME NOW AVAILABLE

“The value of life does not depend upon the place we occupy.
It depends upon the way we occupy that place”
St Thérèse of Lisieux

An Interesting Read to Share
The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr (2019)

Some of you may be familiar with Franciscan priest, Richard Rohr.
He runs a Center for Action and Contemplation in the US where he
gives retreats, writes books and daily blogs. When I look at the iPad
first thing in the morning his email encourages me to get out of bed
with a spring in my step. He describes a different way of ‘doing
Church’, one that takes us back to the real Jesus Christ who walked
the earth. Not one in fine robes who conducted services and kept his
distance from people; rather a man who walked amongst the people,
engaged with them and was one of them.
The sub-title of the book is ‘How a forgotten reality can change
everything we see, hope for and believe’. He talks about the
teachings and model of Jesus Christ which he believes have got lost
in our Church systems. He explains how our current Church follows
the model of Imperial Rome and its emperors. I like his emphasis on
‘the inherent sacredness of everything in the world’, (including his
black Labrador) and the struggles we have to follow a faith that has
become ‘a competitive theology with various parochial theories of
salvation instead of a universal cosmology inside of which we can all
live with inherent dignity’. He describes the function of many priests,
particularly the younger ones, as ‘sin management’, that aims to help
us scale the rungs of that holy ladder to get our way into heaven (my
words).
His book contains the sort of homilies I wish I heard rather than
the ones I get. It’s an inclusive message. I like the way he teaches
prayer through contemplation; a natural, unforced method. Finally, he
describes our faith as ‘a tricycle’ of Scripture and Tradition following
behind a front wheel of Experience. As Catholics we are rarely
encouraged to move all three together. The book shows you how.
(If you have read a book recently that you think may be of interest
please do submit your review to the above address)

One of the suggestions from the women who
attended our first East Midlands Day for
Women in February earlier this year was for
a newsletter to keep us in touch with one
another. So, our intention is to produce a
quarterly newsletter which includes
interesting items from the Catholic world and
beyond, to keep you informed, stimulate
discussion, support one another and share
stories in what is a troubled time for our
Church.
In order to get this project off the ground,
most contributions in this first edition have
come from the editors, Alison and Catherine.
We’ve suggested the features that follow but
you may think of better ones. For the next
edition it would be great if the content to
come from you and if you would like to
suggest or offer please email us at
alison.CWS@outlook.com. We would welcome
contributions on any topic you think will be
of interest.
We’d also like to ask you to pass this
newsletter on to other women you know.

W hy ?

At our February day there was not time to address all the
questions submitted for discussion. We shall attempt to ﬁnd
and share answers here - and please ask if there is
something else you would like us to query.

Q. When the bishops and other senior
clergy have met with Pope Francis in
Rome to discuss topics such as Family
Life and the Youth why are women are
sometimes admitted but only as observers,
with no spoken contribution? How can we
women make our voices heard in an
increasingly deaf Church?

A. In the early Church women were much more
involved, but this has lessened over the centuries.
There have been a few women that have shown us
what influence women can have given opportunity ~
St Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) a prime example.
During the last century Pope John XXIII (1958-63)
was advised the Church needed to discuss birth
control in the new circumstances of the 1950’s. He
agreed and set up a Commission which was continued
and enlarged by Pope Paul VI. There were no women
members in that group. A Church authority that
discusses birth control at the highest level with no
women present seems unreal.
Our Church is universal and the omission of women
in its decision-making is cultural and historical, but the
life of the Church requires the presence of women at
all levels. Women do need to keep speaking, telling
the men, some of whom who are listening.

Sharing our Stories of Faith
The Catholic Church: Why I stay

Alison interviews Catherine for this piece.
It would be interesting to hear your own responses to these questions.

How long have you been a Catholic?

Online RESOURSES
Prayer

www.sacredspace.ie

Site run by the Irish Jesuits, providing a
daily prayer, linked to scripture of the day

www.comepraytherosary.org

Since I was two weeks old. I was premature and in those days babies were generally
A video and audio link for praying the
baptised within a couple of days to secure their place in Heaven and avoid them going rosary with the rest of the world. It tells
you ‘the number of people praying with
into Limbo. I was named after my Dad’s cousin who was a Presentation Sister.
Have you stayed a Catholic?

Well, in terms of going to Mass, I stopped when I went to university. Nobody was
checking up on me and I couldn’t get up in the morning so I can’t pretend that there
were any ideological reasons. I stayed away for about 15 years. I don’t think I ever
stopped believing or behaving in certain ways. It’s strange how we always relate
‘practising’ to ‘going to Sunday Mass’.
What made you return?

I renewed my commitment when our eldest daughter was 7 and we had to make a
decision about her First Communion. I didn’t want to be a hypocrite so I came back.
My husband converted a few years later and made his ﬁrst Communion with our
middle daughter. I have to say that I didn’t really get involved in anything. Not until a
Rosminian sister invited me to be part of a parish pastoral council. Seeing something
in me that I didn’t see in myself, she persuaded me to get involved. And I’ve stayed.
What sort of a Catholic are you?

In some circles I would be described as ‘a café Catholic’. In other words I pick and
choose what to believe. I used to feel guilty about ‘taking the easy path’ that this
implies. But I don’t see it like that now. I examine my faith through my life experience
and make adjustments. If I got hung up on Catholic doctrine I’d probably leave again.
God gave me an intellect so I use it. It’s hard and I sometimes think I have to leave my
real self at the church threshold when I go to Mass. It’s the only way I can accept
what goes on. That’s hard for a woman to see that she is not really accepted. Despite
her God-given talents and life experiences.
So, your adult faith is different from your childhood faith?

Deﬁnitely! I am old enough to have been a child during the 50s, pre Vatican II. My
faith was imbued with fear. At primary school we were asked which Mass we attended.
The earlier the Mass the higher the score. God forbid you should go to Sunday
evening Mass (which I sometimes did). It was almost better not to have gone. We
learned the catechism and it was tested; the bishop asked questions of each of us at
Conﬁrmation. It didn’t occur to me that there might be another way of ‘doing Church’.
As I was largely a practitioner of rote learning and a passive recipient of most
education until I was 21, I didn’t like but didn’t question the teachings of the Catholic
Church.
What positive influences have there been on your faith?

Religious sisters! I won a scholarship to Loreto College where the nuns were a huge
and largely positive inﬂuence. Although it was an all-girl school we were never
pigeon-holed nor encouraged to see our sole role as wives and mothers. As sixthformers we went on a Leadership course that encouraged us to get involved in social
action. I still keep in touch with one of my former teachers, now in her 80s. When I
have a question, or want a rant about the Catholic church, I ring her. She is full of
pragmatic sisterly wisdom.

Catholic Women Speak has made a huge impact on me. (That’s how Alison and I both
connected). This international online community of women, with diﬀerent views and
insights, has been a huge support. I am not a theologian so in order to learn about my
faith I have done two online courses of Catherine of Siena College, aﬃliated to
Roehampton University. It’s been eye-opening to ‘chat’ online and learn of the
experiences of other women around the world. And the two CWS books have shown
me that there are varied and magniﬁcent ways of being a Catholic woman today.

www.ourcatholicprayers.com

you now’. I just looked and there were 72!

It gives you all the traditional prayers.
Helpful if you are a recent Catholic or even
if you have forgotten the prayers learnt in
childhood.

SCRIPTURE

iMissal app

This app includes all the readings for each
day of the liturgical year, with sections on
Catholic news and daily prayers.

www.watermead-apostolate.co.uk

offers a free weekly newsletter called The
Lord’s Day, which shares the background
to the Sunday readings, topical
saints/people of God, along with answers
on various questions of faith.

News

www.indcatholicnews.com

ICN (Independent Catholic News) is a lay
initiative that provides speedy and
accurate news coverage of all subjects of
interest to Catholics and the wider
Christian community.

Forthcoming Dates

‘Another’ Day for Catholic Women
Come, listen, meet and discuss issues of faith
as relates to Catholic women in today’s Church
(practising and non-practising)

10.30 am - 4.30 pm
Saturday 6th July

at St Joseph’s Parish Centre
Uppingham Road, Leicester LE5 6SR
Posters and leaflets with more detail
from 0116 2207881 or email
alison.CWS@outlook.com (Free event)
.......................................................................

A “Twilight” Retreat

Prayer, Talks, Reflection, Music
on this month’s theme “Women of Faith”
led by Fr John Daley IC
Wednesday 26th June 7-9.00 pm
in St Joseph’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel
(No booking required - just come. £3)

“Speak the truth in a million voices.
It is silence that kills.”
St Catherine of Siena

